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wick of cotton or gauze. Begin with 3 per cent, solution, increasing
gradually to 20 per cent, if necessary. Repeat every other day to once a
week. Macleod Yearsley.

Sewell, Lindley.—A Case of Chronic Suppurative Otitis Media with
Labyrinthine Fistula and Spontaneous Nystagmus. " Brit. Med.
Journ.," November 12, 1910, p. 1524.

Occurred in a woman, aged twenty-four. The fistula was in the
region of the external horizontal canal and was left untouched at the
radical mastoid operation performed. Complete recovery resulted.

Macleod Yearsley.

Mathewson, G. H. (Montreal).—Madoiditis in Infants. " Dominion
Med. Monthly," September, 1910.

The author contends that there are air-cells in the infantile mastoid
and that some of them are as large as in some adult mastoids. He cites
fourteen cases, varying in age from four to twenty months. (Mathew-
son's paper is not convincing, and he appears to have mistaken the
limitrophic cells of Broca for mastoid cells.—M. Y.)

Macleod Yearsley.
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Hints for the General Practitioner in Bhinology and Laryngology. By
Dr. JOHANN FEIN, Privatdocent at the University of Vienna.
Translated by J. BOWRING HOBGAN, M.B., B.Ch. "With 40 figures
in the text and 2 photographic plates. London: Rebman, Ltd.,
1910.

It has been said that a little learning is a dangerous thing. But it can
be very useful if imparted with judgment and applied with conscientious-
ness and discretion. The general practitioner is often tempted to say,
" I know nothing about the nose and the larynx," or he may run to the
other extreme and profess to know everything about them. With the
increasing development of the education of the general practitioner the
former position is scarcely justified, but when we consider the growing
increase in the knowledge of diseases of the nose and throat, the latter is
equally irrational. Dr. Johann Fein, in his " Hints for the General
Practitioner in Rhinology and Laryngology," strives to demonstrate a
middle course in which the interests of the general practitioner, the
specialist, and, above all, the patient, are seriously studied. This book is
not intended to take the place of systematic handbooks, and the different
sections are classified on a clinical and practical basis. For instance, we
have diseases of the nose which can be recognised and treated by anterior
rhinoscopy, first without a speculum, and next with one; this is followed
by a section on diseases of the nose, the recognition and treatment of
which is only possible for one who has had some special technical training.
The same principle is applied to diseases of the throat. Many of the
headings refer to symptoms rather than to the names of diseases. Dr.
Fein appears to us to under-value the general competency of the prac-
titioner, and it seems strange to us to read" that there are many doctors who,
for example, believe that the turbinals are attached to the nasal septum and
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that they are of cartilaginous consistence " (p. 31); also on p. 79, " the
doctor is not in a position to diagnose the existence of pathological
changes in the pharyngeal mucous membrane unless he has had consider-
able experience of such cases, or unless he is aware in any individual case
that the patient's pharyngeal mucous membrane had previously presented
quite a difference appearance," though this latter quotation appears to us
to be more thoroughly founded than the former. Among the very
practical hints given we may quote (p. 90) : " The patient should now be
asked whether the dysphagia has been continuous, or whether it has been
interrupted by painless intervals," this question helping us to decide
whether the case is one of repeated attacks of angina or some continuous
form of disease such as syphilis.

The statement (p. 91) that " the milky discoloration is often simulated
when the examination is conducted by artificial light, but the real colour
of the mucous membrane will always become apparent on examination by
daylight," is one that cannot be taken too strongly to heart. We have
seen its truth confirmed again and again, as also that of the statement
(p. 123) that " the naso-pharynx, and especially the faucial tonsils and the
posterior pharyngeal wall, may present a perfectly normal appearance,
and the dysphagia may be entirely due to a localised inflammation of the
pharyngeal tonsil, which can only be discovered by making an examination
of this structure with the naso-pharyngeal mirror," as one to which our
experience leads us heartily to subscribe. Many other such practical hints
might be quoted, and we are confident that many general practitioners of
medicine will be thankful to Dr. Horgan for having translated this useful
work into English, while even the specialist will find in it many suggestions
of value to him both in his practice and his teaching. D. G.
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The Medical Annual, 1910. Bristol: Wright.
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., Ltd.

London: Simpkin,

The " Medical Annual," true to its traditions, is, in its latest issue, full
of instruction. There is possibly rather less of the special element than
usual, but there is an immense amount that is of interest to the specialist.
Among the moi'e noticeable special articles those on diseases of the ear,
throat and nose by Drs. Milligan and Lindley Sewell will repay reading.
The value of Barany's noise producer in absolutely excluding the hearing
of the sound ear is well illustrated in one quotation. Labyrinthine nys-
tagmus is dealt with in a very excellent and condensed abstract of the
various classical papers on the subject. A good account of oesophageal
diverticulum is found in Dr. Robert Hutchison's abstract of Taylor's paper
on the subject, while the general surgery of that tube is very tersely set
forth in an abstract of a paper of Willy Meyer's by Butherford Mori son.
Waugh's operation for enucleation of tonsils is beautifully illustrated.

Among the less special articles we have read with profit those dealing
with vaccines, Butler Harris's article entitled " An Introduction to the
Treatment of Bacterial Vaccines," including the principles of immunisation
of bacterial invasion and the technique of the preparation of vaccines. In
the article on cancer there is a description of Leitch's rapid method of
histological examination during operation, the hardening being effected
by acetone, hot water, etc. Diphtheria is treated by Dr. Goodall, who
draws attention to Eush's new method of staining the bacilli, and discusses
the details of the operation of tracheotomy, with many details arrived at
as the result of his long experience. Another article which will be read
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